syMILITARY pg 
MW RATTALION 


TOKYO, JAPAN 
1952 


BATTALION HISTORY 


The 720th Military Police Battalion was officially activated at Fort George G. Meade, Maryland, on 20 January 
1942. Since that date, its primary functions and stations have been as follows: 


20 January 1942-16 March 1942, training at Fort George G. Meade, Maryland. 

17 March 1942,-2 July 1942, Plant security in the Pittsburg and Harrisburg, Pennsylvania areas. 

3 July 1942,-October 1943, in Australia, performing town patrolling and security functions. 

October 1943,-December 1944, in New Guinea where elements of the battalion participated in the Papuan 
Campaign and carried out security functions at Port Moresby and other places. 

December 1944 September 1945, in the Philippine Islands, performing Military Police duties in Manila. 
September 1945 December 1952, in Tokyo, Japan, performing town patrolling, security and other functions. 


During 1952, the home of the Battalion was at CAMP BURNESS, which is located at “Z” Avenue and 20th 
Street, by the Sumida River, in Tokyo, Japan. The camp was named after Sergeant Frederick A. Burness, a former 
member of Company “B,” who was a casualty in a seaplane crash in April 1943, while escorting prisoners by air 


to Port Moresby. 


The facilities at CAMP BURNESS provided an opportunity for a well balanced and orderly life. They included 
a Service Club, Library, Snack Bar, Hobby Shop, Post Exchange, Barber Shop, Pressing Shop, Gymnasium, Pistol 
Range, Officers and Enlisted Mens’ Open Messes, Theater, outdoor Athletic Courts and Company Day Rooms. 
The entire battalion was housed in one large permanent type building, commonly known as Building 100, which 
provided the space for troop quarters, supply rooms, orderly rooms, class rooms, consolidated mess and battalion 


headquarters. 


Generally, the personnel in the battalion were fairly well stabilized throughout the year and there was a relati- 
vely light turn-over of individuals during the twelve month period. High standards of moral principles were main- 
tained in all units, with emphasis being given to the development of individual character. The high percentage 
of voluntary attendance at Church Services and the gentlemanly and sportsmanlike attitudes displayed in operational, 
athletic and other endeavors attested to the high calibre of individuals that were assigned to the organization. 


With the effective date of the Japanese Peace Treaty on 28 April 1952, the status of the 720th Military Police 
Battalion changed from an Occupational Force in Japan to a Security Force. The transition was accomplished with 
out any major incident and all elements of the organization readily adjusted themselves to the changed status and 
jurisdictional procedures. 


Numerous security missions were performed by the battalion throughout the year of 1952, including Gate 
Guard duties at the United Nations and Far East Command Headquarters at Pershing Heights, the protection of 
dependent housing areas, andthe safeguarding of personnel and property of the United States Security Forces, 
Japan, in Tokyo. The battalion played a prominent part during the departure ceremonies for General Mathew 
Ridgway, upon his reliquishing command as Commander in Chief, Far East Command, to General Mark Clark, in 
April, 1952. 


Other Military Police operational functions performed by elements of the battalion during 1952 consisted of 
trafic control, town patrolling, security of installations, desk operations, special details for ceremonies, escorts for 
VIPs and operation of a detention facility. All of these functions were carried out under the operational control 
of the Provost Marshal, Metropolitan Tokyo Area. The operating schedule provided for the maintenance of unit 
integrity and for the rotation of duties by and in the companies. All activities in the battalion, including the 
consolidated mess, the motor vehicle maintenance shops, the communications section and the administrative and 
logistical agencies, gave maximum support at all times to the Military Police operational requirements. 


A progressive and comprehensive training program was carried out. It started with the development of the 
general proficiency of individuals during the early part of the year, after which small unit training was accomplished, 
culminating in company-size field problems. Toward the end of the year, emphasis was given to specialized 
training, which included the establishment of a Military Police School and other courses of specialized instruction 
in the Battalion. 


Participation in competitive sports and other events was encouraged to the maximum, with emphasis being given 
to team work, and sportsmanlike conduct. Teams from the battalion won league championships and tropheys in 
bowling and baseball. Eleven enlisted men were members of the Headquarters and Service Command Football 
team, which had a very successful season and lost only one game by a small margin. Members of the pistol team 
won individual and group honors in various matches, Other individuals won honors in boxing and hobby craft 
competitions. Creditable showings also were made by teams in basketball, touch football, soft-ball and other 
leagues. 


Inspections of the battalion during the calender year 1952 were made by the Provost Marshal General, Major 
General Edwin P. Parker, by the Deputy Chief of Staff of the Far East Command, Major General Blackshear Bryan, 
by the successive Commanding Generals of Headquarters and Service Command, Brigadier General Edwin Piburn, 
Brigadier General Richard Stephens and Brigadier General Onslow Rolfe, by the Provost Marshal, Far East 
Command, Brigadier General Francis C. Howard, by the Provost Marshal, Metropolitan Tokyo Area, Colonel 
Andrew B. Padgett and by Inspectors General and other staff officers from higher headquarters. Visits to the 
battalion also were made by prominent officials of the Japanese Government including the Grand Master of 
Ceremonies, Japan Imperial Household, Mr. Yasumasa Matsudaira, the Chief of Police, Tokyo Metropolitan Police 
Department, Mr. Eiichi Tanaka, by the Chief of the Police Section, Japanese National Safety Corps, Mr. Tadaichi 
Oba, and many others. 


Three hundred and sixty two or more members of the battalion earned and received individual recognition 
for their good conduct, efficiency and or faithful service by the issuance of good conduct medals, “Soldier of 
the Month” trophies, letters of commendation, Certificates of Proficiency and Certificates of Achievement. Three 
Bronze Star Medals and five Commendation Medals were presented at ceremonies to members of the organization 
for their prior services in Korea. In addition, many letters and verbal Expressions of Appreciation were received from 
outsiders, including General and Flag Officers and civilians, for outstanding services rendered by individuals or 
groups from the battalion. 


On 2 May 1952, the coat of arms for the 720th Military Police Battalion was officially approved by the 
Department of the Army. The description of the shield is shown as “The golden restraining hand grasping the 
inverted black imp, which is symbolical of a petty devil or malignant spirit, is symbolical of the restraining 
functions of the organization, implying the means by which undesirable factions are kept under control.” The 
motto “Orderly Regulation” is expressive of the determination of the personnel to regulate with order, and 
alludes to the charges on the shield. 
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Chaplain Harmon D. Moore 
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Chaplain Thomas F. Quinn Rabbi Mayer Frenkel 


This booklet presents a pictorial review of some of the high light activities of the 
720th Military Police Battalion during the year 1952. It is published by and for the 
members of the battalion with the thought in mind that in the years to come, it will 
serve as a pleasant reminder of their service in the organization and of the associations 
they had therein. 

Throughout the year of 1952, the personnel assigned to the 720th Military Police 
Battalion upheld the fine traditions and examples set by their predecessors. Without 
fail, all assigned missions and tasks were accomplished with dispatch. The manner in 
which the accomplishments were attained warrants just cause for a feeling of pride on 
the part of every individual who assisted in the endeavors. 

It is with a deep sense of gratefulness that I dedicate this booklet to the individuals 


who, by demonstrated loyalty, diligence, devotion to duty and hard work, contributed 


ALVIN’ Bo WELSCH 
LesCol Mee 
Commanding 


to another successful year for the battalion. 


